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Introduction 

 

 
The City of Brentwood Parks, Trails, and Recreation Master Plan was approved by City Council 
action on June 25, 2002.  Though Brentwood has changed a great deal since that time, the Master 
Plan is still the guiding document for the future.  To keep the plan timely, staff continues to review 
the document to determine the appropriate time to consider revisions and updates should they 
become necessary. 
 
One of the requirements of the adopted Master Plan is to complete an annual report that updates 
the accomplishments, ongoing and future goals, and objectives of the plan.  The philosophical 
foundation of the Master Plan embraces the concept that the provision of parks, trails, open space, 
and recreation opportunities not only enhance the everyday lives, physical and mental health, and 
general well-being of its residents, they also increase the economic vitality of the community by 
making it more attractive to business and industry.  Desirable communities provide more than 
infrastructure: they provide amenities.  The Master Plan supports the philosophy by creating a plan 
for the provision of parks, trails, open space, and recreation as critical elements of basic public 
services. 
 
Though the Master Plan places its emphasis on parks and trails, the Parks and Recreation 
Department is a full service department that is responsible for parks and facilities, recreation 
programs and activities, City commissions, management of landscape and open space, public art, 
joint use school facilities, and coordinates community volunteer efforts.  As a result, the annual 
report represents the efforts of the entire Department. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department is currently working with a City Council ad hoc committee to 
review the Master Plan and the programs and activities offered in Brentwood now and in the 
future.  It is expected that the ad hoc committee will be making recommendations to City Council 
throughout the coming year on ways to improve the services and facilities in Brentwood.  As 
Director, and on behalf of the entire Department, we are excited about the possibilities being 
discussed regarding parks and recreation in Brentwood and present the eighth Annual Report for 
the City of Brentwood Parks, Trails, and Recreation Master Plan for the fiscal year 2009/2010. 
 
 
Craig D. Bronzan 
Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
September 2010 
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City of Brentwood Vision and Culture Statement 

 
 
We create and institutionalize a vision and culture that furthers the goal of Brentwood 
representing the highest civic standard.  We form the organization around the values 
of integrity, passion, accountability, respect and quality to create the “Brentwood 
Way” of doing business. 
 
 
Core Values 
 

 Integrity – uncompromising adherence to moral and ethical principles 
 

 Passion – boundless enthusiasm for what we do 
 
 Accountability – answerable for our actions 
 
 Respect – to feel and show esteem and consideration for others 
 
 Quality – the highest degree of excellence 

 
 
Mission Statement 
“Bringing Brentwood’s Vision to Reality”. 
 
 
Vision Statement  
We are an organization of dedicated professionals working together to make Brentwood the very 
best, preserving its rich heritage and keeping Brentwood in the hearts of the people. 
 
 
The “Brentwood Way” is defined as: 
 

 “Good enough” is never good enough and we find a way to do it better. 
 
 Striving to be the best.  The best is never defined or constrained:  it is never reached 
 and we advance the standard every day. 

 
 Taking the best of both business and government for the benefit of the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Adopted by the City of Brentwood City Council on September 14, 2004. 
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Parks and Recreation 
Vision, Mission, and Core Values 

 
 
VISION:  . . . adding joy to people’s lives 
 
 

MISSION:  Creating joyful community experiences through people, parks, and programs 
 
 
CORE VALUES:   
 
 IInntteeggrriittyy – uncompromising adherence to moral and ethical principles 

 We deal with ourselves and the public in an honest and open fashion 
 We value the input and opinions of the community 
 We strive for equal access to programs, services, and facilities 
 We believe in what we do 

 
PPaassssiioonn  - boundless enthusiasm for what we do 

 We play by enjoying ourselves, being spontaneous, and creative 
 We have fun at what we do 
 We share success 
 We celebrate accomplishments 

 
AAccccoouunnttaabbiilliittyy – answerable for our actions 

 We choose our attitude and accept full responsibility for all of our choices 
 We agree in public to act in a certain way, and if someone breaks the agreement, we  
 will in a group setting, ask the person to live up to their agreement 
 We expect any person to advise the group when they cannot live up to an agreement 

 made in the group 
 We resolve conflict directly and when it occurs 
 We don’t beat around the bush 

 
RReessppeecctt - to feel and show esteem and consideration for others 

 We make people’s day by doing something special for our customers and co-workers 
 We are open to the ideas of others 
 We believe there are no dumb ideas 
 We listen to others 
 We understand each other’s jobs by walking in their shoes 

 
QQuuaalliittyy – the highest degree of excellence 

 We are there – we totally focus on the moment and on the person or task with which 
 we are engaged 
 We make organizational development a part of our regular staff meetings 
 We constantly re-evaluate our customer service to make it the best it can be 
 When we problem solve and brainstorm, there are no titles, we are all equal 
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Organization Chart/Personnel 
 
 

 
 

 
 
PERSONNEL 
 
2009/10 Full Time Positions:  25 
2009/10 Part-Time Positions:  145 
Contract Instructors:  19 
 

In February 2010, Bob Muhr, Landscape Facilities Worker II retired. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                  Bob Muhr                                                     Celebrating Bob’s Retirement 
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Department Highlights 
 
 
 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 
 
 
Playful City 2009 
The City of Brentwood, for the second year in a row, was designated a 
“Playful City” for 2009!  Last year, we were one of 67 cities in the 
United States to receive this honor.  This year, we are one of 93 cities 
so designated – with only 9 in California and only Brentwood and San 
Francisco in Northern California!  Four (4) additional Playful City USA 
signs were installed this year. 
 
 
Helen Putnam Award for Excellence 
The Parks and Recreation Department received a Certificate of Appreciation for the 2009 Helen 
Putnam Award for Excellence for the Ruth Vreeland Award for Engaging Youth in City Government 
from the League of California Cities. 
 
 
Award for Brentwood Senior Activity Center  
The Brentwood Senior Activity Center was selected 
for the “Outstanding Facility” Showcase Award from 
the California Parks and Recreation Society (CPRS) 
District III.  This honor was awarded to two 
outstanding park facilities that best exemplify the 
spirit of Creating Community through People, Parks 
and Programs.  Applications were judged on 
collaboration, contribution of resources, and 
commitment to the continued vitality of parks, 
recreation and community services.  
 
 
Silver International Aquatic Safety Award 

The Brentwood Family Aquatic Complex was awarded the Ellis & 
Associates International Aquatic Safety & Risk Management “Silver 
International Aquatic Safety Award” pursuant to consistently 
“exceeding” the criteria for aquatic safety certification this year.  
Only clients that scored in the top 42% of the audit criteria received 
this award.  Accordingly, the Parks and Recreation Department’s 
part-time aquatic staff is consistently being afforded with the highest 
degree of swimmer protection currently available for the aquatic 
industry.  The aquatic staff is committed to “professional excellence” 
and to the desire to “make a difference” for those who frequent the 
Brentwood Family Aquatic Complex. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION OFFICE RELOCATION 
Due to the impending construction of the new Civic Center, it was necessary to relocate the City’s 
Parks and Recreation Department to the Brentwood Education and Technology Center in 
September 2009.  It is anticipated that Parks and Recreation will remain at the Tech Center until 
such time the new Community Center construction has been completed, which is expected to be in 
Fall 2011.  This move was a great team effort for the Parks and Recreation Department with 
assistance from the Information Systems division. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
 
Park and Recreation Ad-Hoc Committee 
On August 11, 2009 City Council approved the appointment of Mayor Robert Taylor and Vice-
Mayor Erik Stonebarger to a City Council ad-hoc committee to review the Parks, Trails and 
Recreation Master Plan and related documents with the intention of returning to City Council with 
recommendations as necessary.  Public meetings are were held on March 10 and 31, 2010 for the 
committee to hear from the public whether there are any issues related to parks, trails and 
recreation that should be considered for possible revisions to the documents.  The committee was 
also interested in hearing if there are any facilities and/or improvements that may be a part of a 
city-wide bond that would build and maintain new facilities that are not a part of the present plans.   
 
 
Breakfast with Santa  
The Parks and Recreation Department was excited that the well-known Breakfast with Santa 
program, which couldn’t be offered by the department this year, was to return under the auspice 
of the Heritage High School Band, who offered the event as a fundraiser to assist band members 
heading for the Pacific Basin Music Festival in Hawaii in March 2010.  The event was held on 
Saturday, December 12, 2009 at the Brentwood Senior Activity Center.  Ticket proceeds benefitted 
the students with several local businesses and clubs donating their time and supplies to assist with 
the event.  The City of Brentwood waived fees for use of the facility and loaned decorations for the 
event.   
 
 
“Give a Day.  Get a Disney Day.” Event 
The first “Give a Day.  Get a Disney Day.” Event on January 18, 2010 was highly successful.  This 
program celebrates and inspires volunteerism in communities.  Periodic rain, wind and hail weren’t 
enough to stop 443 volunteers from participating at 12 different sites between Brentwood, Oakley, 
and Clayton.  There were 3 sites in Brentwood - 1 park site (Brentwood Family Aquatic Complex) 
and 2 native garden sites (Sand Creek at Shady Willow and Creek Road open space).  A total of 
157 volunteers came out to spread approximately 40 cubic yards of mulch, pick weeds from about 
2000 linear feet of native gardens and plant nearly 500 native grasses in those gardens.  The 
participation of TerraCare staff members (one of the City’s landscape maintenance contractors) 
provided on-site supervision, tools, and planting direction at Veterans Park and Creek Road open 
space was vital to the success of the service day.  West Coast Arborists supplied, free of charge, 
the bark mulch volunteers spread at Brentwood Family Aquatic Complex (BFAC).  The employees 
and families of Recreational Equipment Incorporated (REI) organized the on-site sign in, and 
provided the majority of volunteers at the Sand Creek planting site.  Friends of Marsh Creek 
Watershed handled the process of assigning and verifying participation of the Disney Get a Day 
volunteers at individual sites in Brentwood and Oakley.  Friends of Marsh Creek Watershed 
(FOMCW) volunteers and City staff and families handled the on-site signing in of the volunteers at 
BFAC and Creek Road.  Barry Margesson did an outstanding job as staff representative in support 
of the volunteer efforts. 
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COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 
 
Park and Recreation Commission 
The Park and Recreation Commission encourages, promotes and fosters programs for the 
enrichment of the City and thereby contributes to the quality of life in Brentwood and develops an 
awareness in the business community, in local government and in the general public of the value 
and benefits of the constructive use of leisure time in Brentwood.  
 
The Park and Recreation Commission works with the Planning Commission on general land use 
issues to ensure adequate park, recreation and trail facilities exist in the City and review and 
recommend all conceptual park and recreation facility designs.  This commission approves 
landscape and architectural plans for park and recreational facilities and makes recommendations 
to City Council regarding final approval of projects. 
  

 
Commissioner 

Consecutive 
Years of Service 

Term 
Expiration 

Lanny Brown 10 12/31/2010 
Eileen Hoftstadt 3 12/31/2011 
Blythe Lind 1 12/31/2011 
Alyssa Madden Term Began 

January 2010 
12/31/2012 

Sandra Myers 6 12/31/2009 
Ernie Rodrigues 8 12/31/2010 

 

Outgoing Commissioner Sandra Myers was recognized for her years of service by the Mayor at the 
February 25, 2010 Park and Recreation Commission meeting. 
 
 
Arts Commission 
The Arts Commission is an advisory commission to City Council that encourages, promotes and 
fosters the cultural enrichment of the City.  The Arts Commission oversees the development of a 
city cultural arts master plan at the direction of City Council, publicizes art opportunities, 
commissions placing public art in the City as approved by City Council, and promotes the arts as a 
reflection of the historical nature of the community. 
  
 

 
Commissioner 

Consecutive 
Years of Service 

Term 
Expiration 

Juan Castillo    2 12/31/2011 
Wanda Groseclose 2 12/31/2011 
Barbara Koncher 1 12/31/2010 
Greg Ruiz 2 12/31/2009 
Donna Spencer 1 12/31/2010 
Danny Senn Term Began 

January 2010
12/31/2011 

 
Outgoing Commissioner Greg Ruiz was recognized for his years of service at the January 26, 2010 
City Council meeting. 
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Youth Commission 
 
The Youth Commission is an advisory body to the City Council, dedicated to promoting the youth 
voice in local government.  The Youth Commission is made up of ten students of diverse 
backgrounds who care about the Brentwood community and have a drive to make our community 
the best possible place for youth. They advise the Parks and Recreation Department to identify and 
address concerns and issues and are responsible for planning and implementing social and 
community-oriented activities. The Youth Commission has organized youth-oriented events such as 
movie nights, parades, youth forums, and also participates in city events.  
 
Members of the Brentwood Youth Commission experience a unique opportunity to work with City 
leaders and staff, as well as students from all Brentwood middle and high schools, and implement 
policies and programs that positively impact the youth of our community. Commissioners also gain 
valuable leadership skills in the city spectrum as well as develop friendships and relationships that 
will last a lifetime. 
 

 
Commissioner 

Consecutive 
Years of Service 

Term 
Expiration 

Katie Barsanti 2 06/30/2011 
Austin Boer 2 06/30/2010 
Elysia Cook 2 06/30/2010 
Bailey Hamblin 2 06/30/2010 
Anthony Montes 2 06/30/2010 
Kimberly Montes 1 06/30/2011 
Irving Ordaz 2 06/30/2010 
Allyson Spears 1 06/30/2011 
Matthew Strauss 5 06/30/2011 
Chris Walker 3 06/30/2011 
Dave Castle (Adult Advisor) 3 06/30/2010 
Laura DeLaCruz (Adult Advisor) 1 06/30/2011 
Steve Walker (Adult Advisor) 1 06/30/2011 
Matt Bell (PAL Liaison) 2 N/A 
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Youth Commission Accomplishments and Events: 
 

 The Groovy 60’s Social and Dance was held on February 26, 2010 as a fundraiser for 
the Youth Commission scholarship fund.  Two hundred fifty-four (254) local youth 
participated in this event that raised over $1,000 for the scholarship fund. 
 

 A revision of the Youth Commission Bylaws was approved on February 23, 2010. 
 

 On September 19, 2009, the Youth Commission co-organized the PAL SKATE 
Tournament with proceeds benefitting PAL and the Youth Commission Scholarship Fund. 
 

 The Youth Commission held their annual “Get to Know the Youth Commission” event 
to meet and greet City staff, Council Members, Commission Members, and community 
leaders on September 2, 2009. 
 

 Youth Commissioners promoted the commission by participating in the Liberty 
Homecoming Parade in September 2009. 
 

 In October 2009, Youth Commissioners passed out toys and promoted the Commission’s 
goals at the annual Hometown Halloween event. 
 

 The Youth Commission participated in Heritage High School’s Homecoming Parade in 
October 2009. 
 

 Commissioners rode in the annual Chamber of Commerce Holiday Parade in November 
2009. 
 

 In February 2010, members of the Youth Commission visited leadership classes in 
Brentwood middle schools to educate them on the mission and purpose of the Youth 
Commission. 
 

 The Youth Commission played an integral part of the organization of the Tour de 
Starbucks Family Bike Ride which featured 150 riders on three different courses in May 
2010. 
 

 The Youth Commission raised $3,969.59 for the Youth Scholarship Fund by 
participation in community events. 
 

 On May 25, 2010, Youth Commission Scholarships, each in the amount of $750, were 
awarded to the following students: 

o Saideh Mostafavi: Heritage High School 
o Susana Pinzon: Liberty High School 
o Afshan Rehman: Heritage High School 
o Uzma Rehman: Heritage High School 

 
 The Youth Commission Year-in-Review was presented to City Council on June 22, 

2010. 
 

 Outgoing Youth Commissioners were recognized for their years of service by the City 
Council on June 22, 2010. 
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Youth Commission (continued) 
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Brentwood Advisory Neighborhood Committee 
 
The Brentwood Advisory Neighborhood Committee (BANC) is an advisory committee made up of 
residents from the city’s 53 neighborhoods.   The committee serves on special taskforces to study 
city issues and to work on projects such as the committee’s “Home of the Month” program and 
holiday tree lighting event. 
  
 

 
Committee Member 

Consecutive 
Years of Service 

Term 
Expiration 

Rick Fuller 1 12/31/2010 
Alfredo Garcia 8 12/31/2011 
Tammy Lynn Misenheimer 3 

(rejoined in 2010)
12/31/2011 

Claudette Natural-Staton 4 12/31/2010 
Cheryl Nickerson 1 12/31/2010 
Karen Nunez 1 12/31/2010 
Stephen Smith 4 12/31/2010 
Cecilia Skuza 1 12/31/2010 
Johnny Staton 4 12/31/2010 
Brandon Richey 
City Council Representative 
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PARK RENOVATIONS 
 
2009/10 saw the renovation of several of Brentwood’s older parks including: 
 
Curtis Park 
Terracare Associates (formerly ACC Landscape Services), the City’s landscape maintenance 
contractor for parks, finished a complete renovation of the landscape at Curtis Park.  They 
removed the few existing plants, regraded, and added new shrubs, trees and grasses.  A total of 
three (3) 15-gallon trees, thirty (30) 5-gallon shrubs, and seventy-nine (79) 1-gallon shrubs were 
planted.  Terracare provided this service to the City for community improvement at no charge to 
the City. 
 

 

McClarren Park  
McClarren Park was originally constructed in 1979 and is considered to be one of Brentwood’s 
oldest parks.  In November 2006, an arsonist set fire to the play equipment.  The play equipment 
was a complete loss and had to be removed entirely for the safety of the public.  The Park and 
Recreation Commission held one of its regular meetings at the park to solicit input from citizens 
regarding possible improvements.  At the meeting, staff recommended consideration of relocating 
the play equipment to the front of the park. The play equipment was located approximately half 
way into the park and had been vandalized several times, with it ultimately being burned down.  
Relocation of the play area to the front of the park may prevent vandalism and residents and 
Police would have much greater visibility of the play area.  The relocation of this play equipment 
was the first of two phases of this project.  This phase included installation of play equipment for 
the 5-12 year old age group, a new seat wall, new concrete pathways, and rubberized safety 
surfacing under the play structure. In addition, two benches, four trees, and 4,000 square feet of 
sod were also installed.  A future renovation of the park will include new play equipment for the 2-
5 year old age group in addition to other improvements. 
 

 



14 
 

Summerwood Park 
The design for Summerwood Park was approved on March 2, 1999 and construction was 
completed and the park was opened in 2000. The playground was constructed with wood 
materials which rotted from the inside out and replacement of the play equipment became 
necessary. The Park and Recreation Commission selected the EVOS/WEEVOS system as the 
replacement equipment.  New equipment was installed for both the 2 to 5, and 5 to 12 year old 
age groups.  This project was a combined effort between staff and a certified playground installer. 
Staff removed the old apparatus and prepared the site for construction. The new playground 
opened in June for enjoyment of the public.   

 

   
 
 
 
 
POLICIES/PROCEDURES 
 
The following Parks and Recreation Department policies and procedures were filed by City Council 
in January 2010 on the recommendation of the Park and Recreation Commission: 
 

 Revised Refund Policy for recreation programs and activities  
 

 Revised Parks and Recreation Appeals Board Policy for recreation programs and activities  
 

 Revised Park Closure Policy for the Parks and Recreation Department  
 

 New Advertising Policy for publications, brochures, and/or on suitable City-owned facilities  
 

 Revised Pool Rules  
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Landscape/Facilities Division 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The City of Brentwood’s Parks and Recreation Department has many responsibilities, most 
importantly, “to add joy to people’s lives.”  The department realizes the importance of leisure play 
and has designed and built a wide range of facilities for public use.  Since 2000, Brentwood has 
added a major water park, several sports parks, smaller neighborhood parks with water play 
features, with more in the planning stage.  The first dog park was built in 2005; it has been so 
popular that a second park is now in design.  Many regular users and their children have added 
nicknames to our more popular parks, and this adds joy to “our” lives.  Some of the more popular 
nicknames include “Monkey Park”, “Dinosaur Park”, “Critter Park”, “Farm Park”, “Barn Park”, 
“Packer Park” and “Shade Park” to list a few.  Staff gets their joy from watching the many families 
enjoying their leisure time together. Somehow that makes it all worthwhile. 
 
 
 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 
The Landscape/Facilities Division is responsible for overseeing maintenance of 482 acres, including 
City parks (191 acres), roadway landscape maintenance (42 acres), landscape maintenance of the 
City’s Lighting and Landscape Districts (149 acres), and open space (100 acres).  The 
Landscape/Facilities Manager and the Landscape/Facilities Supervisors are responsible for 
overseeing the landscape maintenance contractors.  During this fiscal year, contracts were in place 
with TerraCare Associates (formerly ACC Landscape Services), East Bay Construction, Sycamore 
Landscaping, West Coast Arborists, and JPA.  Oversight of these contracts includes staff meeting 
with the contractors either in-house or on-site once a week for 1 ½ hours.  When needed, these 
meetings are an inspection tour of the landscaped areas.  In addition, the Landscape/Facilities 
Manager meets with all of the above mentioned contractors once each month.  This is to review 
invoicing, pesticide use reports, monthly work plans, and other business.  Additionally, there are 
several smaller support contracts that play into the overall maintenance plan. These contractors 
are H2Flo, Watertronics, Pump Service Network, Rainmaster, and Rainbird.  These contracts are 
used to keep the Computerized Irrigation System functioning.  
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WEED ABATEMENT 
In fiscal year 2009/10, Parks and Recreation completed the exchange of graffiti removal for weed 
abatement with Public Works.  Parks and Recreation still responds to minor graffiti, but Public 
Works is responsible for the major graffiti areas.  Public Works remains responsible for some of the 
enterprise account properties weed abatement, while Parks and Recreation has gained 
responsibility for the following weed abatement sites: 
 

 Rough mow/hand work areas that require a one-time occurrence in spring.  These 
areas total 97.25 acres that include 47 sites.  The yearly contract amount is $27,414.16 
with a contingency of 25% to cover 
any areas that need more than one-
time attention.  This is sometimes the 
case when we have late rains like we 
experienced in winter and spring 
2010, and vegetation is tall and thick.  
These are primarily open space areas 
around the outskirts of the City; 
however, there are multiple small 
sites spread throughout the City as 
well.  

 Spray sites that require monthly 
maintenance and are intended to be weed-free year round.  Well sites, road side spraying, 
vacant lots and medians are all included in this type of weed abatement.  These areas total 
49.90 acres that include 182 spray sites.  The yearly contract amount is $39,051.61 and 
is billed as a monthly maintenance contract. 

 
A complete revision of the Weed Abatement map was completed using a color coding system by 
type of abatement used.  The map was printed up by Francisco & Associates and was distributed 
to City staff and the responsible landscape maintenance contractors.  Parks and Recreation staff 
will work with Public Works Engineering staff to update the map on the City’s internet MapRoom.  
The map is currently available on the City’s intranet MapRoom. 
 
 
 
JANITORIAL SERVICES 
A new Request for Proposal (RFP) was written that better suited the City’s current needs.  There 
were a total of six (6) contractors that submitted proposals.  An interview was offered to the three 
lowest bidders.  The final decision was made to award the janitorial contract to the two lowest, 
qualified bidders.  It was determined that the City’s needs would be best served by keeping two 
contractors to encourage the spirit of competition.  The contract was divided between the two 
finalists.  The new RFP is an outcome based contract, which places the burden of quality 
performance on the contractor.  Due to the current economic conditions, the City saved over 
$60,000 by rebidding the janitorial services.  New maintenance standards were developed and 
incorporated into the RFP.  This was the first time the City had developed standards to be met by 
the janitorial service contractors, with monetary penalties for non compliance.  This will be a one- 
year contract.  The basis of that decision is due to the new construction of the Civic Center and 
Community Center.  In addition, there will be vacant buildings after staff moves into the new 
buildings and these will no longer require service.  In spring 2011, the contracts will be slightly 
revised and advertised for proposals once again.  The intent will be for the new contracts to be for 
two years with potential extensions based on performance. 
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DOWNTOWN SPECIFIC PLAN 
The Parks and Recreation and Community Development departments formed a Downtown Specific 
Plan team to review tree species and installation standards for this project.  The members included 
four (4) Park and Recreation members, of which three (3) are certified arborists.  The tree 
selection was a lengthy process, involving endless internet searches, references from other cities 
successes and failures, reviewing periodicals, literature, and years of experience from our qualified 
staff.  The final decision was made in spring 2010.  The trees have been handpicked from two 
nurseries in the Farmington area.  Several nurseries were inspected by staff before the final 
vendors were chosen.  The trees have been marked and reserved for the City of Brentwood.  They 
are being maintained by the growers and gently moved up in container size until spring 2011.  
This is the anticipated installation date of the trees.  Careful consideration has been given to the 
planting areas considering these are City street trees.  The environment can be brutal and tree 
success varies depending on planting specifications.  The City has chosen to make the planting 
containers oversize and each planting site will be filled with structural soil.  Structural soil has the 
capability of meeting the 95% compaction required for street and sidewalk construction, yet allows 
for vigorous growth of trees due to its porous nature.  It is made of a crushed ¾” rock, a 
clay/loam mixture and 5% organics.  It has been proven to be effective with street tree success. 
 

Tree Selections for Downtown Specific Plan 
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TREE WORK STATISTICS 
In fiscal year 2008/09, Parks and Recreation identified the need to have a long-term pruning 
program to manage the City’s urban forest.  Based on cost effectiveness and plant growth 
management, it was determined that a 5-year grid pruning program would best meet our needs. 
The City wrote a Request for Proposal (RFP) and put the pruning contract out to bid.  The lowest 
qualified contractor, West Coast Arborists, was awarded the contract, effective July 1, 2009.  This 
is a 5-year contract with a possible 5-year extension based on performance.  The management 
plan proposes pruning all trees at least once every 5 years.  A contingency was added for trees 
that require pruning more often, and for removal and replacement of trees.  Another component of 
the contract is a tree hazard assessment plan.  All trees above 24” breast height diameter are 
inspected annually.  They are inspected on a sliding scale based on size.  There is also a residential 
consultation program included, in which the contract Arborist will advise residents about the health 
of their trees, upon request.  As we better manage our urban forest, we will strive to become a 
Tree City USA recognized in 2011.  
 

CURRENT TREE INVENTORY 
RESIDENTIAL LLDS 14,280

RESIDENTIAL “R” AREAS 4,131

LLDS 15,623

PARKS 3,487

“R” AREAS 3,876

TOTAL 41,397
 

PRUNING  PLANTING 
LLDS 1,261  LLDS 92
“R” AREAS 108  “R” AREAS 11
PARKS 3,276  PARKS 163

TOTAL 4,645  TOTAL 266
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BICYCLE TRAILS/LANES 
The trails map has been updated to include all constructed trail portions and prioritize the next 
segments that need to be constructed.  Parks and Recreation staff is working with Information 
Systems staff to get the updates added to the City’s intranet map room.  Once this piece is 
completed, we will proceed with an effort to prioritize the next segments to be constructed. This is 
an ongoing project. 
 
 
 
TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS 
The trail in Apple Hill is an asphalt trial built in the mid 1990s.  Several trees were planted along 
the trail to enhance the beauty and provide for shade.  As the trees matured, the roots became 
invasive and grew under the asphalt trail.  As the roots enlarged and spread, they began to lift the 
asphalt creating several tripping hazards.  After an evaluation of the trail conditions two years ago, 

Parks and Recreation 
removed all of the trees 
in close proximity to the 
trail.  The remaining 
trees do not pose a 
hazard at this time and 
will be monitored 
annually for any possible 
trail damage.  The City’s 
Standard Plans and 

Specifications were revised several years after this construction and addressed installing root 
barriers for any trees planted near trails or sidewalks.  There was a similar condition at Creekside 
Park.  The trail had several high points from soil settling, and became a tripping hazard in several 
areas.  Parks and Recreation and Public Works had, on various occasions, shaved the high points 
down; however, this was only a temporary fix.  Unlike Apple Hill, this trail was concrete. 
 
In a cooperative agreement between Parks and Recreation and Public Works, the trails were 
identified, planned, and funded by Parks and Recreation. Public Works staff managed both 
projects.  The Apple Hill Trail was repaired by asphalt contractors, and the Creekside Trail was 
removed and replaced by Public Works staff.  This was an example of the success that varying City 
departments attain when working cooperatively together.  The trails were completed with top 
quality and professionalism. 
 

 
 

Apple Hill Trail before repairs Apple Hill Trail after repairs 
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PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS 
During the past year, the need to manage and maintain the asphalt trails and parks parking lots 
was identified.  The Parks and Recreation Department scaled all of the asphalt surfaces that it is 
responsible for and inventoried them on a spreadsheet.  The funding was identified and all sites 
were added to the Capital Improvement Program - Pavement Management Plan. The following 
sites were completed in fiscal year 2009/10. 
 

TRAILS SUB-LOCATIONS SQ. FT. SQ. YD. COST 
Brentwood Park Trail Arbor Park North - O'Hara to Hawthorne 22,600 2,511 $2,762 
Mokulumne Trail EBMUD Sunset Crossing 7,300 811 $892 

Marsh Creek to Cesar Chavez 15,000 1,666 $1,833 
Cesar Chavez to Lone Oak 5,000 556 $612 
Lone Oak to Grant 2,800 311 $342 

Grant to Chile Union Pacific tracks east 2,150 239 $263 
Basil to Caraway Union Pacific tracks east 13,870 1,541 $1,695 

TOTALS 68,720 7,635 $8,399 

PARK PARKING LOTS SUB-LOCATIONS SQ. FT. SQ. YD. COST 
Garin/Edna Hill Main 36,312 4,035 $4,439

South End 6,072 675 $743 
North End 2,116 235 $259 

Summerwood/Bristow 31,500 3,500 $3,850
TOTALS 76,000 8,445 $9,291

 
 
 
 
 
MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING  
In a cooperative effort, Community Development and Parks and Recreation staff worked together 
to have the perimeter of the municipal parking lot (former Police Department location at 
Brentwood Boulevard and Chestnut Street) landscaped.  This work was paid for through 
Community Development and contracted through one of Parks and Recreation’s landscape 
maintenance contractors.   
 
 
 
BRENTWOOD EDUCATION & TECHNOLOGY CENTER ROOF REPLACEMENT 
The need to re-roof the Brentwood Education & Technology Center was identified as several leaks 
had developed in the roof and the only option was a complete re-roofing of the building. Parks and 
Recreation Facilities division staff managed the project from start to finish.  They wrote the 
contract documents, coordinated the bid process, and proceeded to contract with the lowest 
qualified bidder.  The project started in November 2009 and with a few rain delays and it 
proceeded to completion on schedule. 
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COMMUNITY EVENT ASSISTANCE: 
 
Council Chamber Relocation 
The City Council Chamber was relocated from the old Community Center to the Brentwood 
Education and Technology Center on Sand Creek Road.  The move is a temporary relocation due 
to the construction of the new Civic Center and Community Center Complex.  A joint effort of Parks 
and Recreation and Public Works staff performed the renovation and relocation of the new Council 
Chamber.  Parks and Recreation has also been temporarily moved to this location until such time 
that the new buildings are completed in spring/summer of 2011. 
 
Hospice Tree of Lights  
Each year the City of Brentwood and the American Cancer Society participate in a joint effort to 
designate and light a Hospice Tree of Lights.  This past year, due to construction in City Park, the 
Hospice Tree of Lights was relocated to Veterans Park.  An existing tree was dedicated to the 
program.  It was decorated and lit by both volunteers and City staff.  The City supplies the 
electricity and maintenance for the month-long remembrance.  The American Cancer Society 
expressed their gratitude for the cooperative effort. 
 
Coastal Cleanup Day 
This annual event was held on September 19, 2009.  This is an annual event with cooperation 
from the City of Brentwood, East Bay Regional Parks District, and the Friends of Marsh Creek.  This 
year’s effort was different than past events.  It was comprised of five (5) satellite staging areas 
rather than one location for assignments.  The staging areas were manned by volunteers and 
supplies and instructions were issued at each site.  The sites and areas of cleanup were along Dry 
Creek, Deer Creek, Sand Creek, and several locations along Marsh Creek.  The estimated materials 
collected equaled 60 cubic yards of debris. 
  
CornFest 
The Parks and Recreation Department provided the use, delivery and setup of a mobile stage and 
3 sets of portable bleachers.  Staff shut down the irrigation in City Park and supplied CornFest 
coordinators with quick couplers for their water needs.  West Coast Arborists, a maintenance 
contractor for the City of Brentwood, was requested to clearance prune approximate 25 trees in 
the downtown area in advance of the Cornfest. 
 
Holiday Tree 
Each year the City installs a beautiful 24-foot Holiday Tree at 
the corner of Second and Oak Street. This year went very well 
as it has in prior years.  The tree was set up two weeks earlier 
than usual in advance of the Chamber of Commerce’s Holiday 
Parade.  Each year it is a joint effort between Parks and 
Recreation and Public Works to set the tree up.  Once setup is 
complete, Parks and Recreation staff enjoys adding the 
ornaments as the final touch prior to the official ceremonial 
lighting. 
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CITY PARK AMENITY RELOCATION 
In fall 2009, Parks and Recreation staff dismantled the gazebo at City Park.  They carefully labeled 
each board, which will make the reconstruction of it by East Contra Costa Historical Society much 
easier.  The Historical Society bought it from the City for $1.00.  The gazebo will be stored at the 
Nail Property until such time that it is reassembled. 
 
Parks and Recreation staff removed all of the dedication plaques, tables, benches, flag poles, and 
any other donated collectibles in the Soroptimist Square area.  They have been inventoried and 
stored until such time that they will be placed back into landscape.  
 

   
 
 
 

VETERANS PARK IMPROVEMENTS 
In 2007, Parks and Recreation staff assisted volunteers in constructing the second phase of the 
Veterans Park Memorials.  Phase 2 contained a beautiful rose garden and an area for installing 
memorial tiles in dedication of those that served, and 
those that gave their all.  In fiscal year 2009/10, four 
(4) new tiles were purchased and installed in the 
Memorial Rose Garden.  In 2010, an Eagle Scout 
requested that he be allowed to honor those that 
served, by adding a memorial plaque to the memorial 
tile section.  He gave a presentation to the Park and 
Recreation Commission for approval. The Commission 
voted unanimously to approve this project.   
 

 
 
 
 
BACKFLOW ASSEMBLIES 
An audit was performed by Parks and Recreation staff to verify the number of backflow assemblies 
in the City’s parks and lighting and landscape districts (LLDs).  A total of three hundred eighteen 
(318) backflow devices are in use throughout the City, and require annual testing to meet all 
Health Department Standards.  Ben Murdock, Landscape/Facilities Worker I and Mike Erck, 
Landscape/Facilities Worker II have received their certification as backflow testers through the 
American Water Works Association.  The backflows have been added to the LLD map books and 
will be GPS inventoried and added to the City’s MapRoom.  All 318 backflows were tested in this 
fiscal year. 
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BOOSTER PUMPS 
A total of seventy-six (76) booster pumps have been inventoried by Parks and Recreation staff.  
The database includes location, manufacturer, size, and output of each booster pump.  Having 
proper documentation and information on each of these pumps allows staff to determine how 
many irrigation stations can be run at a time, which will ultimately result in the best efficiency.  
Booster pumps are currently serviced by a contractor; however, Jason Coll, Landscape/Facilities 
Worker I is being trained for such work in the future.  At this point Jason has recognized the 
deficiency of several pumps.  He has corrected issues with 15 pumps and coordinated the repair of 
12 additional pumps. 
 
 
 
IRRIGATION CONTROLLERS 
Brian Johnson, Landscape/Facilities Worker I, has been assigned the management of our three 
hundred fifty-seven (357) irrigation controllers.  He has assessed and corrected controller issues 
reducing the number of calls to the outside.  This has decreased down time and cost to the City, 
both from reduced repair cost and water savings. 
 
 
 
DEDUCT METER INSTALLATIONS 
In an effort to efficiently manage the amount of City water usage from the ECCID raw water 
supply, Parks and Recreation staff identified three points of contact to install irrigation water 
meters.  With the help of Public Works Water Division staff, Parks and Recreation staff was able to 
cut costs on this project by installing all three meters with City staff, and only paying for the parts 
and meters.  The City will now be able to monitor the exact amount of water used, and pay 
accordingly, as opposed to paying per acre of landscape.   
 

LOCATION COST 

Central Boulevard $1,542.60 
Balfour Road $4,209.54 
Fairview Avenue $1,790.14 
Total Cost $7,542.28 

 
 
 
COMPUTERIZED MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM WORK ORDERS 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

COMPUTERIZED MAINTENANCE 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (CMMS) 

Work Requests/Orders               1,613 

Blanket Work Orders                 341 

Total Work Orders 2009/10 1,954 

2008/09 1,912 
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FIELD LIGHT USE 

FIELD LIGHT USE 
 
 

Location 

Parks & 
Recreation 

Program Use 

 
User Group 
Rental Use 

 
Total # of 

Hours 
Balfour-Guthrie 7 64 71 
Oak Meadow 126 85 211 
Sunset Park Athletic Complex    
     Pinwheel Softball Fields #1-4 884 116 1000 
     Baseball Fields #5-6 34 270 304 
     Optional Overlay 0 0 0 
     Competition Soccer Field 12 189 201 
     Soccer Fields A, B, and C 0 533 533 

 
 
 
 
AMENITIES/FEATURES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LANDSCAPE AMENITIES/FEATURES 

AMENITY QUANTITY 
Athletic Fields 19 
Backflow Assemblies 318 
Barbecues 68 
Basketball Courts 13 
Benches 261 
Bike Racks 24 
Bocce Courts 6 
Booster Pumps 76 
Drinking Fountains 60 
Horseshoe Courts 2 
Irrigation Controllers 272 
Mutt Mitt Dispensers 47 
Mutt Mitts Used 131,000 
Picnic Tables 276 
Streetlights 5,836 
Tennis Courts 2 
Volleyball Courts 3 
Waste Receptacles 239 
Water Play Features in Parks 3 
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CITY OF BRENTWOOD PARK ACRES 
AS OF JUNE 30, 2010

 
 
 

 
 

NAME 
BUILT OR IN 

DESIGN 
OWN/LEASE   
NO DESIGN 

FUTURE 
DEDICATION 

CITY 
MAINTAINED 

Almond Park 1.40     1.40 

Amber Park 0.30     0.30 

Anastasia Park 0.81     0.81 

Appaloosa Park 0.94     0.94 

Applehill Park 5.00     5.00 

Apricot Park 0.25     0.25 

Aquatic Complex 7.50     7.50 

Arbor View Park 5.70     5.70 

Baca Properties (Subd. 8982)     1.62   

Balfour-Guthrie Park 6.44     6.44 

Barrington Parks (3)   6.91     

Berkshire Park 0.90     0.90 

Black Gold Park  6.50     6.50 

Blue Goose Park 5.04     5.04 

Bridle Gate (Discovery Bldrs Subd. 8506)     5.12   

Caboose Park 1.02     1.02 

Carmel Estates (Pulte Homes Subd. 8311)   1.70     

Celeste Park 1.90     1.90 

Cherry Park 0.43     0.43 

City Park 2.94     2.94 

Cortona Park 0.33     0.33 

Creekside Park 10.00     10.00 

Creekside Trailhead 0.25     0.25 

Curtis Tot Lot 0.26     0.26 

Darby/Coventry Pocket Park 0.77     0.77 

Egret Park 1.54     1.54 

Empire School Park   5.02     

Fruitwood Park 0.61     0.61 

Garin Park 6.40     6.40 

Gemini Park 0.78     0.78 

Glory Park 1.01     1.01 

Granville Green 1.76     1.76 

Heartland Pocket Park 0.10     0.10 

Heron Park 10.17     10.17 

Homecoming Park 2.00     2.00 

Ironhouse Staging Area (Meritage) 0.80     0.80 

Kaleidoscope Park 0.80     0.80 

King Park 4.50     4.50 

Lake Park 1.60     1.60 

Loma Vista Park (City owns .8 acre) 5.30     5.30 

Mallard Park 1.70     1.70 

Marsh Creek Staging Area 1.32     1.32 

Marsh Creek Vista 0.50     0.50 
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NAME 
BUILT OR IN 

DESIGN 
OWN/LEASE   
NO DESIGN 

FUTURE 
DEDICATION 

CITY 
MAINTAINED 

McClarren Park 3.24     3.24 

Medallion Park (Rose Garden) 0.83     0.83 

Miwok Park 7.32     7.32 

Oak Meadow Park 12.69     12.69 

Orchard Park 5.14     5.14 

Outrigger Circle Pocket Park 0.96     0.96 

Palmilla Parks (total of 4 parks)   7.57     

Palomino Park 0.70     0.70 

Peach Park 0.77     0.77 

Prewett Ranch (2 parks)     4.26   

Rainbows End Park 0.80     0.80 

Rolling Hills Park 2.20     2.20 

Rose Garden Park 3.13     3.13 

Sage Glen Park 2.00     2.00 

San Marino (Staging Area) 0.20     0.20 

Sand Creek Park (Costello)   9.60     

Sand Creek Park (Lea)   9.13     

Seedling Park 1.40     1.40 

Skate Park 0.50     0.50 

Spirit Park 0.51     0.51 

Steeplechase (Richmond Amer. Subd. 8674) 1.11     1.11 

Steeplechase (Richmond Amer. Subd. 8674) 0.52     0.52 

Steeplechase (Richmond Amer. Subd. 8674) 1.07     1.07 

Stonehaven Park 0.15     0.15 

Summerset Park   10.00      

Summerwood Park 4.00     4.00 

Sunset Park Athletic Complex 38.00     38.00 

Sweetgrass Pocket Park 0.25     0.25 

Topaz Park 0.27     0.27 

Veterans Park 10.05     10.05 

Walnut Park 5.05     5.05 

Wheatfield Park (Subd. 8546) 1.40     1.40 

Windsor Park 0.50     0.50 

Yokut Park (Centex) 1.25     1.25 

Totals 205.58 49.93 11.00 205.58 
Owned No 
Design 49.93 
Future 
Dedication 11.00 
GRAND 
TOTAL 266.51 

Acres owned 2010   
Acres as of 2010 255.51 

Population 52,492   
Acres per 1,000 4.87 
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NEIGHBORHOOD PARK DAILY DROP-IN USE 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD PARK 
DAILY DROP-IN USE JULY 1, 2009 – JUNE 30, 2010 

(EXCLUDING SPORTS USE AND PICNIC AREA RENTALS) 

NAME ACRES
ESTIMATED 
DAILY USE 

ESTIMATED 
ANNUAL 

USE 
Almond Park 1.40 15 3,375 
Amber Park 0.30 12 2,700 
Anastasia Park 0.81 10 2,250 
Appaloosa Park 0.94 10 2,250 
Apple Hill Park* 4.85 45 10,125 
Apricot Park 0.25 10 2,250 
Arbor View Park 5.70 30 6,750 
Balfour-Guthrie Park* 6.44 50 11,250 
Berkshire Park 0.41 10 2,250 
Black Gold Park 6.50 10 2,250 
Blue Goose Park** 4.10 75 9,375 
Celeste Park 1.70 12 2,700 
Cherry Park 0.40 5 1,125 
City Park* 2.94 50 11,250 
Cortona Park 0.30 5 1,125 
Creekside Park 10.25 45 10,125 
Curtis Park 0.26 15 3,375 
Fruitwood Park 0.61 8 1,800 
Garin Park* 6.35 45 10,125 
Gemini Park 0.76 8 1,800 
Glory Park 1.01 15 3,375 
Granville Green 1.66 12 2,700 
Heron Park 10.17 35 7,875 
Homecoming Park 2.00 30 6,750 
Kaleidoscope Park 0.80 8 1,800 
King Park 4.85 50 11,250 
Lake Park 1.60 12 2,700 
Loma Vista Park* 5.30 37 8,325 
Mallard Park 1.70 12 2,700 
Marsh Creek Staging Area 1.32 20 4,500 
Marsh Creek Vista Park 0.47 8 1,800 
Medallion Park 0.83 8 1,800 
Miwok Park 7.32 30 6,750 
McClarren Park 3.24 30 6,750 
Oak Meadow Park* 12.69 75 16,875 
Orchard Park 5.14 60 13,500 
Palomino Park 0.70 8 1,800 
Peach Park 0.77 8 1,800 
Rainbows End Park 0.76 20 4,500 
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NEIGHBORHOOD PARK 
DAILY DROP-IN USE JULY 1, 2009 – JUNE 30, 2010 

 (EXCLUDING SPORTS USE AND PICNIC AREA RENTALS) 

NAME ACRES
ESTIMATED 
DAILY USE 

ESTIMATED 
ANNUAL 

USE 
Rolling Hills Park 2.05 15 3,375 
Rose Garden Park 4.65 15 3,375 
Sage Glen Park 2.00 40 9,000 
Spirit Park 0.51 10 2,250 
Steeplechase Park 1.0 12 2,700 
Summerwood Park* 4.00 50 11,250 
Topaz Park 0.20 5 1,125 
Veterans Park* 10.05 75 16,875 
Walnut Park 5.05 45 10,125 
Wheatfield Park 1.34 12 2,700 
Windsor Way Park 0.36 40 9,000 
Yokut Park 0.60 12 2,700 
 Total 1,204 263,400 

 
 
Drop-in use based on 225 useable days (good weather) with landscape/facilities staff monitoring 
the parks sites and periodically checking how many people are utilizing the parks. 

 
Brentwood Family Aquatic Complex, Brentwood Skate Park, and Sunset Park Athletic Complex are 
excluded in the above table as they are considered to be Community Parks and have scheduled use 
only. 

 
* These parks are adjacent to public schools, resulting in higher daily use than other parks of 

the approximate same size. 
 
** Blue Goose park use is based on 125 useable days (good weather).  This park experiences 

particularly high use due to the water play feature. 
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VANDALISM/COPPER WIRE THEFT 
Brentwood, like many other communities in the area, has experienced an increase in copper wire 
theft in parks, along trails, and streetlights.  This year Landscape/Facilities staff spent 
approximately six hundred (600) hours adding “j-bolts” to approximately four hundred (400) 
electrical boxes.  The need to secure the box lids arose from the continued copper theft in parks 
over the 09/10 fiscal year. The system was devised by Park and Recreation staff.  Staff tested the 
idea, and is successful as a deterrent to copper theft. Staff was directed to start adding the 
deterrent to all 400 boxes, as copper theft repairs were made.  The task took several weeks to 
complete, as they had other responsibilities as well.  Since the completion of the security measures 
in April 2010, the copper theft in parks and trails has stopped. There have been two documented 
unsuccessful attempts to break into the boxes since completion.  
 
 
 

COPPER WIRE THEFT EXPENSES FY 2009/10 
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

FACILITY AMOUNT DESCRIPTION
INCIDENT 

DATE 
Caboose Park $572.96 Wire 12/16/2009
Creekside Park $3,619.62 Wire 3/19/2010
Miwok Park/Trail $2,695.20 Wire 11/4/2009

$5,888.00 Repair  and 2/07/2010
Total $8,583.20 

Oak Meadow Park $6,350.00 Repair  11/3/2009
$5,186.97 Wire and 11/4/2009

Total $11,536.97 and 2/17/2010
Sunset Park $11,723.18 Wire 9/24/2009

$6,786.00 Repair  and 2/10/2010
$2,312.96 Wire 3/8/2010
$9,108.00 Repair  9/24/2009
$3,404.23 Wire 

Total $33,334.37 
Veterans Park $3,230.72 Wire 3/17/2010

$734.35 Wire and 3/19/2010
Total $3,965.07 and 3/21/2010

Related Items: 
Sunset Park $1055.35 Steel Lids 
Various $753.83 Steel Lids 

$1,809.18 

Grand Total $63,421.37 
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GENERAL VANDALISM 
PARKS AMOUNT

Apple Hill Park Turf Damaged by Vehicle $93.00

Garin Park Vandalized Sprinkler Heads, Broken Rotors and Popup Heads $756.00

Glory Park Vandalized Irrigation Heads By City

Granville Green Broken Rotors and Popup Heads $1461.00

King Park Broken Sprinklers $119.00

Mallard Park 3 Trees Broken in Half $450.00

Miwok Park Vandalized Sprinkler Heads and Turf Damaged by Vehicle $1,852.00

Rose Garden Park Turf Damaged by Vehicle and 2 Trees Broken in Half $446.00

Steeplechase Park Vandalized Sprinkler Heads $346.00

Summerwood Park 
Turf Damaged by Vehicle, 2 Trees Broken in Half, and Broken 
Rotors and Popup Heads $562.00

Veterans Park Broken Popup Heads/Sprinklers $638.00

Walnut Park Vandalized Sprinkler Heads $1,003.00
PARKS TOTAL $7,226.00

STREETSCAPE AREAS  

LLD 97-1 Balfour Road 56 Shrubs Uprooted and Tossed $1,085.00

LLD 03-3 Sage Glen Trail 48 Broken Sprinklers $1,200.00
LLD 02-3 Shady Willow 7 Broken Sprinklers $180.00
LLD 02-3 La Pergola Pocket Park 8 Shrubs Uprooted and Tossed $104.00
LLD 06-2 Carmel Parkway 12 Broken Sprinklers $320.00

TOTAL STREETSCAPE AREAS $2,889.00
R AREAS 

R-11 Brentwood Boulevard 1 Broken Tree Top $120.00
R-13 Chestnut Parking Lot 1 Broken Tree Top $120.00
R-24 Balfour Road 10 Broken Sprinklers $260.00
R-26 Wheatfield Trail Area 8 Broken Sprinklers $210.00
R-29 Minnesota Avenue Damaged Controller Pedestal $120.00
R-29 Minnesota Avenue 6 broken Sprinklers $160.00

TOTAL ‘R’ AREAS $990.00

GRAND TOTAL FY 2009/10 $11,105.00
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Dead Trees on Balfour Road 
During routine inspection, the City’s arborist noticed that four Sycamore trees along Balfour Road 
near Claremont Drive turned brown and appeared to be dying.  The trees were approximately 20 
years old.  Samples were taken of the leaves and they were sent to a firm in San Jose to see if the 
cause of the trees dying could be determined.  While awaiting results of the testing, the arborist 
returned to the site to re-inspect the trees to see if there were any additional indicators of what 
might have happened to the trees.  It was observed that one ¾ hole had been bored into the back 
of each tree.  It appears that the holes were drilled and poison was injected into the four trees.  A 
request was made to the Police Department to investigate the situation to see if they can help 
figure out possible leads.  The investigation is ongoing.  Two additional trees adjacent to the 
others have also now died, likely a result of the poison spreading through the intertwined root 
systems with the other trees that had the holes drilled in them.  The loss of these trees, including 
removal and replacement of similar size trees is valued at $100,000. 
 

                   
  
 

 
 
PLANT REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 
Landscape/Facilities staff, in partnership with our landscape maintenance contractors inspected 
landscape areas city-wide, including Parks, Lighting and Landscaping Districts (LLDs), and ‘R’ 
Areas/Miscellaneous Streetscapes to identify missing/dead/deficient plant materials.  A plant 
replacement plan was identified and 14,801 plants were installed in spring 2010 as follows: 
 
 3,970 in a total of 16 LLD 

Streetscapes 
 4,000 in a total of 21 Parks 
 6,831 in ‘R’ Areas/Miscellaneous 

Streetscapes 
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SOUND WALL REPAIRS 
A large portion of the sound wall repairs for fiscal year 2009/10 were caused by vehicle accidents 
and when there are police reports, the City is able to recover the damages with the responsible 
party’s insurance.  However, as the City matures, the sound walls are aging and are in need of 
minor maintenance repairs. 
 
 

 
LOCATION/SIZE/CAUSE 

LLD/ 
’R’ AREA 

 
AMOUNT 

Entire section on the southwest corner of Fairview Ave. and San Jose Ave. 
intersection.  Soil settling for extended period of time.   

LLD 99-9 $4,859.00

Armstrong Road at the corner of Mills Drive.  Hit and run vehicle accident 
with no Police report.  2’ x 2’ hole in wall. 

LLD 95-5 $869.85

O’Hara Avenue just northeast of the Sand Creek intersection.  Hit and run 
with no Police report. 3’ x 3’ hole in wall. 

LLD 03-2 N/A
Developer was 

responsible  
Havenwood at Lee intersection.  Wall is dented and structurally damaged.  
Police report submitted. 

R-9 $4,614.70

Havenwood at corner of 7172 Brentwood Boulevard.  A large limb from a 
residential tree fell on wall.  A 15’ x 15’ section of wall was destroyed.  

R-9 N/A
Homeowner was 

responsible 
Grant Street 100 yards west of O’Hara intersection.  Vehicle went through 
wall.  Police report submitted. 

LLD 03-2 $8,100.70

918 Independence - wall facing Sellers.  Top two blocks fell off and 
homeowner is questioning workmanship. 

R-19 $419.85

Corner of Armstrong and Lexington – one block is broken and the corner is 
separating. 

LLD 95-5 $524.85

Corner of Brentwood Boulevard and Havenwood – one broken block. R-9 $509.85
1728 Corte Vista/San Jose top portion of wall is lifting off and top couple 
rows of block are separating. 

LLD 99-9 $1,175.85

Los Cielos and Shady Willow corner – post separation. LLD 02-4 $3,847.85
TOTAL $24,922.50
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SEASONAL FIELD MAINTENANCE CLOSURES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
OTHER NOTABLE PARK/LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

 Staff installed decomposed granite around the Crusade for Shade Recognition Plaque and 
reconfigured the surrounding irrigation system. 

 
 Staff added 500 cubic yards of Fibar safety surfacing at Homecoming, Arbor View, Balfour-

Guthrie, Oak Meadow, Summerwood, Yokut, and Glory Parks. 
 

 Staff scaled out all trails and park parking lots to assist in developing a pavement 
management program for these sites. 
 

 The irrigation main line fronting the businesses in the Sunset Industrial Complex has been 
capped.  With the exception of two businesses, all businesses fronting Elkins Way are now 
responsible for maintaining those landscaped areas.  Staff will continue to work with the 
remaining business owners to transfer ownership of landscaping. 
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 The Landscape/Facilities Manager developed and implemented a comprehensive training 
program for division staff.  The training list consists of levels of proficiency and education 
that is recognized by the Parks and Recreation Department. These are meant to be goals to 
be set and attained by City staff. These goals are examples of achievements that could be 
considered for promotional opportunities within the department. To achieve the training 
goals of the department, several avenues will be available to staff.  The 
Education/Certification Category will require budgeting and the desire by staff to 
attend outside courses. The City Provided Training will consist of the annual mandatory 
training required by the city, and offered on duty. The Proficiencies Category will be 
accomplished by the establishment of a monthly training program on duty, administered by 
city staff. The Cross Training Category will be coordinated with joint participation 
between Public Works and Parks and Recreation staff. 
 

 An inventory of all ‘R’ Areas/Miscellaneous Streetscapes was completed and a map 
developed reflecting locations of the 50 sites covering 42 acres.  This map is now 
completed and on the City’s intranet MapRoom. 
 

 Repaired the damaged roll-up door on the maintenance shed at Sunset Park Athletic 
Complex. 
 

 Staff installed a new 3” point of connection at Loma Vista Park to resolve water pressure 
problems between the park and school grounds.  By increasing the volume of water, the 
pressure has since improved. 
 

 At Garin Park, two planter beds were renovated to include pavers.  Pavers were installed 
between the existing trees to accommodate foot traffic and to preserve the planted 
materials. 
 

 Staff installed 70 cubic yards of infield mix/conditioning amendments in the ball fields at 
Sunset Park Athletic Complex, Balfour-Guthrie, Oak Meadow, and Apple Hill.  
 

 Staff, in cooperation with Community Development, participated in landscape construction 
inspections on new projects and participated in developing punch lists for existing 
landscaping improvements prior to City acceptance. 
 

 The City accepted Mallard Park as part of the Cedarwood development by Signature 
Properties.  Streetscape landscaping along Sycamore Avenue and a section of the City-wide 
trail system were also accepted as part of this project. 
 

 The City performed punch list walks with Community Development for the Garin Park and 
Trail project which was part of the Garin Ranch development by Signature Properties. 
 

 At King Park, the gate system was relocated so that there would be less wear on the turf at 
the entrance to the facility from canine and pedestrian foot traffic. 
 

 Staff continues to work on the asset inventory.  The irrigation system assets have all been 
captured in the parks and staff is now working to capture this same information for lighting 
and landscape districts. 
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 As part of the remaining punch list items at Blue Goose Park, the sewer line was replaced 
under the water play feature and the restroom building.  Staff assisted Lennar, the 
developer, to complete this work by helping with signage and security of the site.  This 
work took place in October 2009 to lessen the impact on users of this park. 
 

 Staff has taken on an additional role of repairing broken irrigation main lines in an effort to 
reduce the amount of extra work that would otherwise be an additional cost to the City if 
we were to use outside contractors. 
 

 Tubular steel fences were painted with rust-prohibitive paint in the following parks:  Yokut, 
Walnut, McClarren, and Sunset Park Athletic Complex. 
 

 Emergency preparedness is part of the responsibility of the maintenance staff.  In October 
2009, a severe storm hit Brentwood and blew numerous trees and branches onto public 
right-of-ways.  It was a coordinated effort between Parks and Recreation and Public Works 
to clear the right-of-ways to keep them safe for the residents. 
 

 
 
ADDITIONAL INTERESTING FACTS: 
 

 286 playground inspections were performed by Parks and Recreation department staff 
 

 1,077.76 tons of green waste recycled from tree maintenance program 
 

 517 tons of green waste recycled from landscape maintenance program 
 

 Landscape/Facilities division staff assigned to be on standby (“on call”) were called out 103 
times to handle urgent issues in parks/facilities on weekends and after hours   
 

 760 streetlights were repaired  
 

 There are 10 miles of Class 1 Bicycle Trails and 16 miles of Bike Lanes 
 
 



36 
 

Recreation Division 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
With our busy schedules children and adults now see play as a luxury that 
must be squeezed into their schedules. This view of play is sorely 
misguided. Being play-deprived is similar to being sleep-deprived. Our 
genetic code demands that we play, just as it demands that we sleep, and 
when we resist this primal urge, our physical, emotional and mental 
energies are deeply depleted. 
 
Infusing play into your day can help keep you emotionally balanced and 
help reduce stress. So, next time daily life starts getting hectic, take a 
break and play. These special moments with family and friends create 
precious memories and help add years to our lives. 
 

Get out and play, it’s good for you! 
 
 
 

YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT PROGRAM 
On February 23, 2010, the Youth in Government program returned for the third year, providing 30 
high school seniors from Liberty and Heritage High Schools a unique opportunity to experience a 
day-in-the-life of a City of Brentwood council member or staff.  Students that participated in the 2-

day program shadowed a City Council or City staff 
member, enjoyed a bus tour featuring Brentwood’s 
current projects and site tours, and finally ended Day 1 by 
attending the City Council meeting, sitting alongside their 
mentor and observing.  Attending the council meeting 
prepared students for their own “mock” City Council 
meeting on March 1st, where they ran the meeting, 
discussed the issues, presented the staff reports they 
developed, and made tough decisions based on their 
assigned position.   

 
 
 

BRENTWOOD FAMILY AQUATIC COMPLEX HOSTS  
JEFF ELLIS & ASSOCIATES LIFEGUARD INSTRUCTOR SCHOOL 
On Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, March 12-14, the 
Parks and Recreation Department hosted the 2010 
Jeff Ellis & Associates Lifeguard Instructor School.  
This was the first time the City has been host to a 
program that historically is held in San Ramon 
and/or Walnut Creek.  Approximately 25 lifeguard 
instructors attended this three (3) day school with 
students traveling from as far as Utah, Nevada, and 
Southern California.  At the end of the school, 
instructors and students alike commented on how 
wonderful the facilities are and hope to return next 
year to the site. 
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PUBLIC ART 
 
 
Poetry Plaque Unveiling at Veterans Park 

The unveiling of the poetry plaques at Veterans Park took place on Tuesday, 
June 15, 2010.  A “critter” themed poetry contest was held in 2007 to reflect 
the 5 bronze “critter” sculptures that were created by artist Bill Carmel.  
Artist Eric Powell was then commissioned to design and fabricate darkened 
stainless steel displays for the winners.  Five metal sculptural displays are 
anchored securely into the ground with each displaying two plaques, each 
with an engraved poem by the poetry winners using their own written script.  
Each also has a three-dimensional sculpture of the animal on the top middle 
platform between the poems.   
 
Featured poems:       Coyote - Cesar Rodriguez, Megan Woodward 

Duck - Emily Lange, Damien Rodriquez  
Egret - Adrian Saff, Jayme Tachella    
Kit Fox - Marina Parla, Kiersten Turner 
Raccoon – Sidney Bednarz, Diamond Dorris    

 
Critter Retrofits 
Two of the bronze “critters”, the mallard duck and the kit fox, were stolen from Veterans Park. The 
Arts Commission contacted Bill Carmel, sculptor of the original five critters for a proposal on 
replacement of the two bronze figures.  In addition to replacing the “critters”, the new cast bronze 
bases will be permanently attached to the feet of the fox and the lower body of the mallard.  Four 
stainless steel bolts will also be used to attach the new bases to the boulder to prevent future 
vandalism. 
 
Unfortunately in August of 2009 the Egret and Coyote were vandalized at Veterans Park.  Both 
“critters” were cut from their rock and discarded.  Both items were recovered by the Brentwood 
Police Department.  Staff is in the final process of removing the existing bronze coyote, egret and 
raccoon from boulders.  Bill Carmel will cast bronze bases for each, weld bronze bases to feet of 
each bronze animal, and install newly welded bronze base/existing bronze animal in boulders with 
stainless steel bolts.  
 
Cameras for the Veterans Park Critters 
In the past couple of years the City has been 
experiencing copper wire theft along with vandalism of 
the critters at Veterans Park specifically.  To combat this 
type of unfortunate loss, five surveillance cameras have 
been installed that record twenty-four hours a day to 
deter any further vandalism and thefts of the esteemed 
artwork.  Landscape/Facilities and Public Works staff 
assisted in installing the poles and the wires for this 
project. 
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SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATION ACTIVITIES 
The dances hosted by the Parks and Recreation Department 
continue to be highly successful.  This fiscal year four dances 
were held:   
 
Hawaiian Hoopla Dance – August 22, 2009 (88 participants) 
Halloween Bash Dance – October 30, 2009 (66 participants) 
Valentine’s Dance – February 6, 2010 (84 participants) 
Spring Fling Dance – May 15, 2010 (91 participants) 
 
 
 
 
PROCLAMATIONS 
The following proclamations were read by City Council: 
 

 May as National Drown Prevention Month - April 27, 2010 
 July as Parks and Recreation Month - June 22, 2010 

 
 
 
POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND DOCUMENTS 
The following Parks and Recreation Department policies and procedures were recommended by 
the Park and Recreation Commission and filed by City Council: 
 

 Revised Refund Policy for recreation programs and activities  
 Revised Parks and Recreation Appeals Board Policy for recreation programs and activities  
 New Advertising Policy for publications, brochures, and/or on suitable City-owned facilities  
 Revised Pool Rules 
 Youth Sports Friendship Request Form 

 
 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION INTERN 
Parks and Recreation staff welcomed Tamara Picazo, a student performing her six-month Leisure 
Management Internship with the Parks and Recreation Department for California State University 
East Bay.  Some projects and accomplishments include: 
 

 Tamara closed out inactive accounts in the CLASS system 
(registration software) deleting clients that have not utilized 
our programs for five or more years.   

 Created Excel spreadsheet comparing facility rental pricing 
for all of our facilities with that of 19 surrounding cities. 

 Tamara had exposure to all facets of Parks and Recreation, 
including Recreation, Administration, and 
Landscape/Facilities.  
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BRENTWOOD SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB, INC.  
 
President: Lynda Oliver 
Vice President: Margaret Cooley          
Treasurer: Frank Payne 
Financial Secretary: Tove Johnston  
Secretary: Donna DeFrates  
Membership Secretary: Maria Espino               
Trip Secretary: Carole Hines 
 
A Memorandum of Understanding was executed on June 9, 2009 for fiscal year 2009/10. 
 
Events offered by the Brentwood Senior Citizen’s Club, Inc. included: 
 

 Trips  Drop-In Pinochle 
 Membership (187)  Drop-In Billiards 
 A Place to Paint  Ice Cream Social 
 Book Banter   Peggy's Cooking Classes 
 Knitting Circle  Movie Days 
 Bunco  Wii Games 
 AARP 55 Alive Driving Class  Harvest Fest Dance 
 Line Dancing Social  Hawaiian Luau Dance 
 AARP Income Tax Assistance  Senior Ambassadors 
 Duplicate Bridge  

 
In partnership with Liberty Adult Education, the Brentwood Senior Citizen’s Club, Inc. was able to 
offer the following classes/programs: 
 

 Gentle Yoga Stretch  Conversational Italian 
 “Premiers” Exercise Program  Conversational Spanish 
 Line Dancing  Tai Chi Qi Gong 

 
Additional partnership activities include:   
 

 CC Café and C.C. Café Special Club Luncheons – Contra Costa County 
 Brentwood Senior Citizen’s Club Inc. Newsletter – City of Brentwood 
 Bocce League – City of Brentwood 
 Oldies But Goodies – City of Brentwood and Liberty Adult Education 
 Free Blood Pressure Checks – John Muir Hospital 
 Brown Bag – Contra Costa Food Bank 
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YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
The Parks and Recreation Youth Scholarship Fund provided financial assistance for youth activity 
participants in the amount of $3,067.03.  Funds assisted 43 registrants for aquatic programs 
($1,118.18) and 73 registrants for classes ($1,948.85). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STARRY NIGHTS SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 
Prior to commencement of construction for the new Civic Center, the City hosted six (6) free 
concerts in City Park during the summer of 2009:   
 

 June 12 Open Road - Motown, Classic Rock, and Current Hits 
 June 19 The Michael Paul Band - New Country and Southern Rock 
 June 26 Laurent Fourgo & His Ensemble - Pop, Rock, Disco, Blues, and R&B 
 July 17  Shawna Lynn - New Country 
 July 31  The Dean-O-Holics - Rat Pack, Swing, and Jazz 
 August 7 Public Eye - Rock & Roll 

 
Staff requested and received $25,000 from the Business License Tax Grant for the Starry Nights 
Summer Concert Series.  Of that grant, $9,613.52 was spent on the six concerts.  It is anticipated 
that Starry Nights Summer Concerts will return to the renovated City Park in fiscal year 2011/12. 
 
 
 
CERTIFIED CPR/FIRST AID/AED/BLOODBORNE PATHOGEN INSTRUCTOR 
 
Recreation Coordinator Jackie Dwyer became a certified CPR/First Aid/AED/Bloodborne Pathogen 
instructor.  She taught one (1) full-time employee class and three (3) part-time employee classes.  
This is yet another cost savings for the City of Brentwood. 
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TOURNAMENTS 

TOURNAMENTS - FY 2009/10 

TOURNAMENT 
DATES ORGANIZATION 

YOUTH/
ADULT FACILITY 

TOTAL 
# OF 

FIELDS 
USED 

RENTAL 
FEES 

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION 

July 4-5, 2009 AthruZ Baseball Youth  Sunset  12 $2,606.26   

July 11-12, 2009 Nations Baseball Youth  Sunset  0 $0.00 Cancelled 

July 25-26, 2009 Nations Baseball Youth  Sunset  0 $0.00 Cancelled 

Aug. 8-9, 2009 AthruZ Baseball Youth  Sunset  2 $586.45   

Aug. 22-23, 2009 Nations Baseball Youth  Sunset  0 $0.00 Cancelled 

Sept. 3, 2009 
Central Coast Ranch 
Athletic League Youth  Sunset  4 $109.40 

Fee Waiver: Paid field 
prep only 

Sept. 5-7, 2009 Nations Baseball Youth  Sunset  0 $0.00 Cancelled 

Sept. 26-27, 2009 Nations Baseball Youth  Sunset  0 $0.00 

Application 
withdrawn: Date 
taken in draft 

Oct. 2-3, 2009 Nations Baseball Youth  Sunset  0 $0.00 

Application 
withdrawn: Date 
taken in draft 

Dec. 3-5, 2009 
Liberty High School 
Girls Soccer Youth  

Oak 
Meadow 3 $0.00 Joint Use Agreement 

March 21, 2010 
Brentwood Pony 
Baseball (Lady Blast) Youth  Sunset  4 $868.50   

May 29-30, 2010 
Clubs Unidos Soccer 
League Adult Sunset  0 $0.00 Cancelled 

June 3, 2010 
Central Coast Ranch 
Athletic League Youth  Sunset 4 $109.40 

Fee Waiver: Paid field 
prep only 

June 19-20, 2010 
Brentwood Pony 
Baseball (Lady Blast) Youth  Sunset  8 $1,757.70   

June 26-27, 2010 AthruZ Baseball Youth  Sunset 12 $2,774.91   

      Total Rental Fees $8,812.62   
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Parks and Recreation Department 
Participation Statistics 

July 1, 2009– June 30, 2010 
 

 

 
 
 
Activity 

 
Individuals/ 

Events/ 
Bookings 

 
 

Total 
Participation

 
 

# of 
Spectators 

 
 

Total 
FY 09/10 

% 
Change 

from  
FY 08/09

      
AQUATICS      
Recreation Swim 26,187 26,187 None 26,187 +4%
Lap Swim 2,582 2,582 None 2,582 +56%
Classes 16   128 None 128 -57%
Swim Lessons 746 5,904 8,856 14,760 -51%
Complex Rental/School Parties 14 2,834 None 2,834 +21%
Family Season Pass 3 12 None 12 -75%
Punch Pass (10) 75 750 None 750 -10%
Punch Pass (25) 127 3,175 None 3,175 -13%
Lap Swim Pass (16) 190 3,040 None 3,040 +26%
Liberty Swim and Polo Teams 165 2,200 220 2,420 -65%
Junior Lifeguard Camp 18 90 None 90 -65%
Jeff Ellis Lifeguard Class 45 180 None 180 -15%
Swim Team Rentals (Heritage Pool) 289 48,256 None 48,256 +10%
Swim Meets (Heritage Pool) 6 1,800 2,700 4,500 -44%
  
SPECIAL EVENT PROG.  
Aquatic Pumpkin Patch 1 42 56 98 -36%
Concerts in the Park 6 9,000 None 9,000 -33%
Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony 1 250 None 250 -64%
Youth Commission Dances 2 304 35 339 N/A
Youth in Government 1 65 97 162 -30%
  
SPORT FIELD RENTALS  
Apple Hill Park 194 2,672 5,854 8,526 -29%
Balfour-Guthrie Park 330 4,809 10,199 15,008 +1%
Garin Park 119 1,422 2,655 4,077 -31%
Oak Meadow Park 668 9,927 20,362 30,289 -9%
Summerwood Park 0 0 0 0 -100%
Sunset Park Athletic Complex 5,086 70,127 146,819 216,946 +17%
  
PICNIC AREA RENTALS  
Apple Hill Park 3 100 None 100 +50%
Balfour-Guthrie Park 7 295 None 295 -65%
Blue Goose Park 34 1,244 None 1,244 +72%
Brentwood Family Aquatics Complex 31 594 None 594 -33%
Brentwood Skate Park 1 400 None 400 +100%
Oak Meadow Park 3 75 None 75 +20%
Sunset Park Athletic Complex 2 240 None 240 +100%
Veterans Park 48 2,934 None 2,934 -70%
   



43 
 

Parks and Recreation Department 
Participation Statistics - Continued 

July 1, 2009– June 30, 2010 
 

 

 
 
 
Activity 

 
Individuals/ 

Events/ 
Bookings 

 
 

Total 
Participation

 
 

# of 
Spectators 

 
 

Total 
FY 09/10 

% 
Change 

from  
FY 08/09

      
TICKET SALES  
Tri-Delta Transit Bus Passes 250 250 None 250 -5%
Disneyland 51 51 None 51 N/A
Gilroy Gardens 23 23 None 23 -21%
Great America 32 32 None 32 -46%
Six Flags Discovery Kingdom 165 165 None 165 -5%
  
OTHER CATEGORIES  
Adult Sports/Leagues 5,074 40,069 60,104 100,173 +4%
Youth Sports 1,969 18,622 46,562 65,177 -16%
Classes/Clinics 1,089 6,409 3,150 9,559 -3%
Senior Programs and Activities  33,920 +41%
Skate Park Entries 19,552 19,552 None 19,552 -16%
Volunteer Hours 4,420 4,420 None 4,420 -5%

 
 
 

The participation numbers in the chart above are estimated as the number of spectators can vary by 
program or event.  The breakout above details several areas of programs and activities, but does not 
include all numbers that together make up the total participation number for the year. 
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OVERALL PARTICIPATION COMPARISON 
 
 

OVERALL PARTICIPATION COMPARISON 

 
While the chart shows a decrease of 14.3% in participation from last year to this year, there are 
several factors that contributed to the perceived decrease in participation: 
 

 In fiscal year 2008/09, staff included participation numbers from the following 
facilities/equipment that were rented:  Community Center, City Park/Gazebo, Women’s 
Club, Brentwood Senior Activity Center, Mobile Stage, and Bleachers. 
 

 The Community Center, City Park, and Gazebo have been demolished so that construction 
could take place for the new Civic Center Plaza. 
 

 The Women’s Club is now utilized by Delta Community Services Inc., which was relocated 
due to the demolition of the Community Center, so it is no longer rented out to the public. 
 

 For fiscal year 2009/10, staff calculated building and equipment rental numbers by hours, 
rather than number of participants, and therefore it would appear that there is a large 
decrease in participation. 
 

 Looking at actual participation in classes, programs, and sports, the actual 
decrease in participants is approximately 1.8%.  It is believed the current economic 
downturn in the economy is a relevant factor in this very slight decline. 
 

 Due to budgetary constraints, the Recreation division maintained existing program 
offerings, but was unable to add additional program offerings this fiscal year. 
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AQUATICS 
AQUATICS PARTICIPATION 

 
This year we have a slight (2.4%) increase in usage by two Brentwood-based swim teams, the Sea 
Wolves and the Dolphins, at Heritage High School Pool for swim practices; however, there were 
fewer swim meets at this facility.    
 

Excluding swim lessons, other water classes saw a 57% reduction in participation.  Classes once 
offered that we were unable to offer this year included Water Fitness, Toddler Time, and Splash 
Camp.  Swim lessons were down 51%.  One factor was the discontinuation of spring swim lessons 
due to lack of enrollment. 
 

Lap swim saw a 56% increase this year.  A new scanning system for lap swim passes has made 
entry for lap swim more convenient for our customers. 
 

In the upcoming year, staff will re-evaluate feasibility of the family season pass for recreation swim 
as most patrons purchase the 10-swim and 25-swim passes. 
 

Three (3) audits of the Brentwood Family Aquatic Complex by Jeff Ellis & Associates all received 
meets or exceeds ratings. 
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YOUTH SPORTS 
 
 

YOUTH SPORTS PARTICIPATION 

 
 
 

The department runs all Youth Sports programs, along with contractors such as Kidz Love Soccer 
and Biddy Sports.  Participation in Youth Sport programs dropped moderately this year.  The Biddy 
Indoor Soccer program was cancelled this year due to lack of participation.  All league offerings 
were down slightly due to the downturn in the economy. 
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ADULT SPORTS 
 
 

 
ADULT SPORTS PARTICIPATION 

 
 
The department runs all Adult Sports program offerings.  This year saw a 4% increase in adult 
sports participation.  Factors for this increase include a very successful Open Gym Volleyball 
program that has been running at capacity at Liberty High School Gymnasium since 2008.   
 
Additionally, there was a large increase in the number of teams participating in the softball 
program.  While the co-ed completion league was down, the co-ed recreation and men’s recreation 
leagues saw moderate increases in spring. 
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SENIOR PROGRAMS 
 

 
SENIOR PARTICIPATION 

 
 
Due to membership, this fiscal year saw a continued increase in participation by seniors.  This 
fiscal year was the first full year that the facility has been open.  Participation was up 41% over 
last year.  Notable increases include the Premiers Exercise, Tai Chi Qi Gong classes, and drop-in 
pinochle.  New offerings included Peggy’s Cooking Class, Bunco, Knitting Circle, and Line Dancing. 
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ACTIVITIES GUIDE DISTRIBUTION 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

In consideration of the City of Brentwood’s budgetary constraints, and taking into consideration 
Oakley’s own Parks and Recreation Department, which sends out their own marketing publication, 
Oakley was removed from Brentwood’s distribution effective summer 2009.  As a result, 
Brentwood sent out a total 76,842 Activities Guides this fiscal year, a decrease of 29% from fiscal 
year 2008/09.  Due to low or no participation from Knightsen and Bethel Island these were also 
eliminated from our activities guide distribution list in 2007/08.  This resulted in a significant cost 
savings in publication and postage. 
 
 
          COMPARISON OF RESIDENT/NON-RESIDENT REGISTRATIONS           

 
 
The Activities Guide distribution information provided above shows that a reduction in the 
distribution of the Activities Guide to non-resident registrations has had no negative impact on the 
amount of non-resident registrations.  In fact, there has been an 11% increase in non-resident 
registrations this past fiscal year.  Several factors can be considered, including:  1) non-residents 
may be utilizing the City’s eMotion online registration service rather than depending on hard copies 
of the Activities Guide, 2) reduction of parks and recreation services in surrounding communities, 
and 3) we have loyal customers that recognize the quality and value of the recreation programs 
and facilities that Brentwood offers. 
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EDITION 

 
BRENTWOOD

 
BYRON 

DISCOVERY 
BAY 

 
TOTAL 

Fall/Winter 19,326 619 5,484 25,429 
Winter/Spring 19,550 640 5,795 25,985 
Summer 19,325 619 5,484 25,429 

Total 58,201 1,878 16,763 76,842 
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FACILITY USE AND RENTALS 
 

 

 
 This is our first full year of use of this facility to determine benchmark use.  This facility is 

available for use a total of 5,275 hours per year based upon the following availability: 
 

o Fridays and Saturdays  7:30 a.m. – 12:00 a.m. 
o Sundays thru Thursdays 7:30 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
(In consideration of City Holidays that the facility is not available for rent, staff estimated 50 weeks of possible use) 

 

Of the 5,275 hours available, 4,304 hours were utilized in this fiscal year.  This equates to 
the facility being used in some capacity 81.6% of the time available.   

 

 All areas include the Main Hall, Classroom, Meeting Room, and Kitchen.  The Game Room is 
not rented to the public as it is reserved for exclusive use by the Brentwood Senior Citizen’s 
Club, Inc. 
 

 Fee Waiver/Government/City Use includes the following:  Contra Costa County (Library and 
Health Services), Contra Costa Food Bank (Brown Bag), East Bay Regional Parks District, 
Brentwood Union and Liberty High School Districts, City of Brentwood, various community 
non-profit organizations, and the Brentwood Chamber of Commerce.    
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FACILITY USE AND RENTALS (CONTINUED) 
 
 
 

    SPORT FIELD RENTALS 
 

 
 
 
There was a 6% increase in overall field rentals for this fiscal year.  One major factor was the 
increase in tournaments and the decrease in field closures due to inclement weather. 
 
There were 16,906 hits on the rainout page on the website by folks checking field status. 
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Administration Division 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Customer service is very important to the City of 
Brentwood.  The Administration division of the Parks and 
Recreation Department handles a wide range of customer 
service requests.  Staff processes the registrations for all 
programs and facility rentals, work orders, coordinates 
agenda packets and takes minutes at public meetings, just 
to name a few.  Administrative Assistants, on average, 
respond to more than 100 phone calls and greet 
approximately 40 walk-in customers per day.  The 
customer service desk does not close for lunch.  We stay 
open for 9 hours straight every Monday-Friday to serve the 

community.  We are here to add joy to people’s lives! 
 
Additional administrative functions are handled by the department’s Accountant II and 
Management Analyst.  The Accountant II is responsible for the $14 million dollar annual 
department budget and ensures that our department remains balanced.  The Management Analyst 
administers contracts, monitors claims and insurance, and assists with writing ordinances, staff 
reports, and grant administration. 
 
 
 
JOHN MARSH HOME PROJECT 
Parks and Recreation Department staff continues 
to work in the role of project manager for the 
California Cultural Historic Endowment (CCHE) 
grant for the stabilization of the John Marsh 
Home.  In fiscal year 2009/10 State Parks 
awarded the contract to City Building, Inc. of San 
Francisco in the amount of $808,379 for 
emergency stabilization as a part of the CCHE 
grant.  The contractor started March 1, 2010 
with completion expected by June 2011.  As the 
work has progressed, additional structural 
problems have been found and State Parks is 
making the necessary modifications to allow the 
stabilization to be completed.  City staff, in coordination with staff from California State Parks, 
continues to gather the necessary information for the quarterly reports that are required to be 
submitted for this grant.   
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FEE WAIVERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For fiscal year 2009/10 the amount of fees waived increased significantly.  The 27% increase in 
fee waivers are attributed to some of the following factors:  1) the Brentwood Senior Activity 
Center is a newer facility, and therefore more expensive to utilize than the Community Center, 2) 
Delta Community Services Inc. was moved into its own facility, rather than being in existing offices 
with Parks and Recreation, and 3) the MOU for the Brentwood Art Society increased by $27,000 
over the previous year. 
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FEE WAIVERS

Organization 
Approved Fee   

Waivers 
   Brentwood Arts Society – Equipment & Facilities $3,570.38

   Brentwood Arts Society MOU $57,000.00

   Brentwood Chamber of Commerce  $3,698.34

Brentwood Library  (Contra Costa County) $6,602.81

Brentwood Regional Community Chest $826.70

Brentwood Senior Citizens Club Inc. MOU $31,459.20

CCC/Nutrition Program (CC Café) - Salary $19,452.00

CCC/Nutrition Program (CC Café) - Building Rental $41,282.04

CCC Orin Allen Youth Rehab (Boys Ranch) $569.86

CCC/Probation  $318.42

Delta Community Services - Salary $24,000.00

Delta Community Services - Office Space $14,305.50

Delta Community Services - Fundraisers $336.16

Food Bank of Contra Costa & Solano Counties $4,329.98

Hospice & Palliative Care of C.C. $3,734.14

TOTAL FEES WAIVED                 FY 2009/10 $211,485.53
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2009/2010 OPERATING BUDGET AND ACTUAL EXPENDITURES 
 

Adopted 2009/10 Operating Budget 

 

Administration $1,798,722 
Recreation Sports and Programs $1,694,925 
Park Maintenance Assessment District $2,401,866 
Roadway Landscape $1,157,573 
Lighting and Landscape Assessment District $5,662,941 
Facilities Maintenance $1,042,328 
Tech Center $560,073 

Total $14,318,428 
  

Actual Expenditures – Percent Spent Under Budget 

 
Administration $1,707,934 
Recreation Sports and Programs $1,311,301 
Park Maintenance Assessment District $2,170,072 
Roadway Landscape $1,066,538 
Lighting and Landscape Assessment District $4,641,570 
Facilities Maintenance $959,888 
Tech Center $549,369 

Total $12,406,672 
 

ACTUAL EXPENDITURES WERE 13% UNDER BUDGET 
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                                           PICNIC AREA RENTALS

 
 

Rental picnic areas include:  Apple Hill Park, Balfour-Guthrie Park, Blue Goose Park, Brentwood 
Family Aquatic Complex, Oak Meadow Park, Sunset Park Athletic Complex, and Veterans Park. 
 
Veterans Park was the most utilized park for picnic rentals in fiscal year 2009/10, due to location 
and the larger capacity covered picnic shelters.   
 
This year saw a dramatic increase in revenue from picnic rentals.  It is staff’s opinion that picnic 
rentals increased because it is a family activity that is economically feasible in these challenging 
economic times. 
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ADDITIONAL FUN FACTS: 
 
 With the recommendation of the Park and Recreation Commission, City Council accepted the 

Parks, Trails and Recreation Master Plan Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2008/09 on    
September 22, 2009. 
 

 A total of fifty-one (51) bounce house permits issued for citizens wishing to utilize bounce 
houses in our parks. 

 
 169 agreements/contracts and amendments executed. 
 
 7,169 registrations were processed with 14.1% of the registrations being done online through 

eMotion, the department’s online registration program.   
 

 Administrative staff processed 453 rentals, with a total of 11,802 bookings that resulted in 
$245,079.17 in revenue.   

 
 Average monthly intake at the front counters at the Tech Center and Brentwood Family 

Aquatic Complex: 
 

o Cash  $14,206.08 
o Checks  $29,917.01 
o MasterCard $11,475.14 
o Visa  $21,986.32 

 
$77,584.55 
 

 Administrative staff has made progress in becoming paperless.  Agenda packets and rental 
contracts are now sent by email. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




